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| 1 84 M. XII. 24, 25. 


Only fear the Lord, and ſerve him in 
Truth, with all your Heart: For 

; confider how: great Things he hath 

= done for you. 

But if ye ball fill do I. adh ly, y 

C ſhall be Conſumed both ye and Mr 

King. 5 AR 


% 


5 * HIS Counſel of Samuel to 
Fs 143-189 x the People of 1/rael was 
"5 T 5 2 given upon Occaſion of their 
- = SY aſking them a King, and of 
FIZ their Humiliation and de- 
” ſponding Fear upon their 
Senſe of the divine Diſpleaſure in the dread- 
ful Tokens of unuſual Thunder and Rain. 
The People greatly feared the Lord and Sa- 
mucl.. And they ſard unto Samuel, Pray for 


A 2 tby 


8 2 — BG 


thy Servants unto {a and: 8 
; Jer. we have added unto all our Sins this Evil 

. 18, 19. ; 

2 Their Sin in aſking a King plainly lay in 
their Ingratitude to Samuel, whoſe Govern- 
ment, far from admitting any juſt Complaint, 
claimed their higheſt Acknowledgments for 
the Bleſſings they enjoyed under a wiſe and juſt 
and gracious Adminiſtration. They likewiſe 
highly diſhonoured God by their Diſtruſt of his 
Providence ſo often ſignally difplayed in their 7 
Behalf, in deſiring to tranfer the Govern- 
ment to. other Hands, notwithſtanding Gods 
ipamediate Call of Samuel to that high. Office, 
Samuel's excellent Endowments, and God's 
ſpecial Interpoſition upon all gout Cen 
to aſſiſt and direct him. 


That the People had ſufficient Notices of 
God's particular Appointment of Samuel to 
be their Judge, and of his extraordinary Pro- 
vidence ſuperintending their Affairs, is clearly 
intimated, in the 8th. Chapter Jhey have 
not (lays God) rejected Thee, but they have re- 
jefted Me, that I ſhould not reign over them, 
ver. 7. For it is expreſsly. ſaid in the 12th 
Chap- 


* 
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(5) 


Chapter ver. 12. That the Lord their God 
was their King. 


The Occafion of the Words of Samuel 
being briefly ſhewn ; the Particulars very 
roper to be conſidered at this Time are 
theſe, which are contained in the Text. 


Firſt. The Means which alone can ſecure 
the Happineſs of a Nation ; which are True 
and Undiſſembled Religion : Only fear the 


Lord, and ſerve him in 7. ruth, with all your 
Heart. 


Secondly." An Argument or Motive to ex- 
cite them to Religion, drawn from the ex- 
perienced Mercies of God: For conſider bow 
great Wings he hath done for you. 


Thirdly. A Diſſuaſive or Diſcouragement 
from repeating their Sins, drawn from the 
terrible Conſequences of continuing in Sin : 


a But if ye ſhall ſtill do Wickedly, ye ſhall be con- 
1 both ye and your King. 


[5 Religion is the only firm Security of 
the Happineſs of a Nation. 


By 


(6) 


By Religion I would be underſtood to 
mean not (which is often conſiſtent with un- 
righteous Practice) a blind and ſuperſtitious 
Zeal ; but a ſincere and ſtedfaſt Regard to 
the Laws of Reaſon and Scripture, evidenc- 
ing itſelf by a correſpondent - Practice in the 
Courſe of a virtuous Life, under a Senſe of 
the Authority of God as Supreme nde, 
and Judge of the World. dich, 


Were a Nation "04 diy Religious, no 
doubt the Fruits of ſuch a National Piety, 
would be great National Bleſſings. This we 
might very reaſonably expect, both from the 
natural Tendency of Religion to procure 
both publick and private Happineſs; and 
from the Providence of God, which ſeems 
eſpecially concerned to ſecure this natural 
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There is no Human Law, no Force: or 
Reſtraint, that can ſecure effectually the So- 
cial Duties, ſo as to create that Harmony 
among Men, which contributes above all 
Things to the Tranquillity of their Minds, 
and of conſequence to the trueſt Happineſs 

| of 
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of Life, which no outward Circumſtances 
can . procure, But Religion infallibly does 
this, being the only effectual Bond of Duty, 
as it influences the Heart : Whereas the 
Magiſtrate can compell but the outward Act; 
and the wiſeſt Laws but very imperfectly 
prevent the pernicious Effects of corrupt and 
vicious Inclinations. 


Every Moral Virtue tends to the Advan- 
tage of thoſe who poſſeſs it, and of all others 


with whom they have any Concerns. Tem- 


perance and Chaſtity preſerve the, Health of 
the Body, and all the Faculties of the Mind 
in their full Vigour and Perfection: By 
which Men are fitter to diſcharge the Buſi- 
neſs of their Station; and are uſually far 
happier in a flender Fortune and obſcure 
Condition than others in the greateſt Afflu- 

ence and Splendour. An honeſt Induſtry is 
| the Parent of Plenty, at leaſt of a Compe- 


tency, with Contentment, which is true 
= Riches. Fidelity and Truth produce mutual 


Confidence, which is the Soul of Society, and 
the Security of Publick Happineſs. Above 
all, Charity or good-Will to all Men, the ge- 
nuine Effect of true Religion, infallibly cauſes 
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the greateſt Happineſs ſo far as its Influence 
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reaches. And if even thoſe who profeſs the 
Reformed Religion (whoſe Number is ſmall 


compared with thoſe whoſe Religion is uſu- 


ally found to be the reverſe of all Charity) 
were true to their Profeſſion, and practiced 
univerſally that Benevolence and Publick 
Spirit which are eſſential Parts and diſtin- 
guiſhing Characters of the Goſpel of Chriſt ; 
the happy Effects of it to this and all other 
Proteſtant Countries, notwithſtanding the 
Power and Malice of Popery, would be 
greater than is eaſy to deſcribe. 


As Religion and Virtue tend evidently to 
the Happineſs of Society; it is no leſs evi- 
dent that Irreligion and Vice on the contrary 
produce many Publick Evils. A few Per- 


ſons may poſſibly find their Account at pre- 


ſent in their own or other Men's Vices. 
Difhoneft Arts may ſerve a preſent Turn. 
The Plenty of one may ariſe from the 
Profuſion or Luxury of another. Great 
Places may be purchaſed by the Sacrifice of 
Honour and Conſcience : And the Villain 


may grow rich by Oppreſſion, and build his 


Houſe by grinding the Face of the Poor. 
18 And 
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(9) 

And it ſometimes happens on the other 
Hand that the Diſcharge of a good Conſci- 
ence ſhall be the very Means of keeping a 
Man low in the World. None of theſe 
Caſes are the proper or natural Effects of 
Vice or Virtue; but are owing to the cor- 
rupt State of a Nation, a Deficiency in the 
Laws, or in the Adminiſtration of them; 
whence Virtue and Vice in particular Inſtances 
will fail of ſuitable Rewards and Puniſhments. 
But theſe particular Caſes by no Means infringe 
the Truth of the general Aſſertion, that Righ- 
teouſneſs, (when it publickly prevails,) exalt- 
eth a Nation, or maketh it happy and flou- 
riſhing : But Sin, (when it becomes general) 
is the Reproach and Ruin of a Nation. 


But further. The Providence of God ſeems 
eſpecially concerned to ſecure the natural Ten- 
dency of Virtue to make a People proſperous 
and happy. Particular good Men may often 
be afflicted for wiſe Ends: And it does not 
appear inconſiſtent with divine Juſtice to 


ſend them Afflictions; becauſe no Man is 


free from ſuch Faults, either in his paſt or 
n Conduct, as will juſtify Afflictions in a 
B Penal 
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(10) 
Penal Senſe : And the Sufferings of good 
Men, as a Trial of their Virtue, will be a 


Means of their greater final Happineſs. We 


cannot therefore certainly infer God's Hatred 
to any Perſon from his preſent Sufferings : 
Nor is it an Argument of a Man's Good- 
neſs, or of God's Love towards him, that 
he proſpers in this World, and is exalted to 
great Riches and Hondurs. 


But with Publick Communities it ſeems 
agreeable to the Wiſdom and Juſtice of Pro- 
vidence to reward or puniſh with temporal 
Bleſſings or Curſes, according as they gene- 
rally excel in Virtue, or are corrupted with 
Vice; becauſe publick Societies, as ſuch, can 
be rewarded or puniſhed only in this World. 
National Judgments and Mercies muſt ceaſe 
of Courſe when Nations are diffolved, as 
they will be in another World; and every 
Man will then be rewarded or punillies in 
exact Proportion to his perſonal Deſerts. 


As the preſent Life then is the only Sea- 
ſon for National Judgments or Mercies, there 
is the higheſt reaſon to expect the former 
when the Iniquities of a Nation are notori- 


ous, 


(11) 

'ous, and ſeem to be ripe for Vengeance, and 
Challenge as it were the Almighty to vindi- 
cate his Honour by a ſignal and exemplary 
Puniſhment: And there is juſt ground to 
hope, on the other hand, that, upon a gene- 
ral Repentance and Reformation of Manners, 
God will ſhow himſelf merciful by recalling 
his Judgments, ſtaying the Meſſengers of his 
Z . Wrath commiſſioned to deſtroy : and will 
ſhower down his Bleſſings upon the Land. 


12 
* 
7 
* 
J 
= 
3 
1 


2 
; 
. 
| 
5 
t 
E. 
LY” 
2 
* 
. 
. 
99 
4 * 
* 
1 
* 
1 
= 
v 
. 
bY [ 
N 
7 
"" 
* 
v4 
(4 * 
* 
© x 
2 
* p - 
. 
4 


Theſe Methods of Providence ſeem agree- 
able to the Experience of all Ages of the 
World. The Hiſtory of the Fews acquaints 
us that they were ever proſperous or cala- 
mitous according as they obeyed or diſ- 
obeyed the Voice of God. And of other 
Nations who were not under an expreſs Co- 
venant with God, as the Fews, but were 
directed only by natural Light, all Hiſtory 
informs us that they flouriſhed or declined ; 
in Proportion as they were good or bad. i 
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If it can be thought an Objection to what 
has been remarked, that many of the Potent | 
Empires of the World have been raiſed and 
ſupported by Violence and Cruelty, Noto- 

B 2 rioug 


(12) 
rious Infringement of Publick Treaties, and 
of the Natural Rights of other Nations 
I anſwer, that the Happineſs and Proſ- 
perity. of a Nation muſt conſiſt in the Wel- 
fare of the whole Body of the Nation; in the 
Security of Men's Property, or Fruits of their 
Induſtry, and the free enjoyment of all their 
Civil and Religious Rights. The Wealth of 
the Sovereign, or Extent of his Dominians, 
or the Numbers of his Troops, or great Abi- 
lities of his Miniſters, may ſo far be from in- 
. creaſing his People's Happineſs, that they 
uſually produce a contrary Effect, as the Ex- 
perience both of Ancient and Later 'Times 
has abundantly ſhown. And in Proportion to 
the Power and Independency of the Sovereign, 
his Pleaſure has commonly taken Place of 
Law; Luxury and all Vice have abounded 
in his Court; while heavy Oppreſſion and 
every Degree of Wretchedneſs has been the 
Lot of his i 


The bare Mention of this Matter, the 
Condition of thoſe Countries, where a law- 
leſs Monarchy is erected, too well known to 
need any further Enlargement, naturally leads 
our Thoughts to the 
7. N 


( 13 ) 


2. Particular, which is the Argument uſed 
by Samuel to excite the Iſraelites to fear and 
ſerve the Lord, drawn from the Conſidera- 
tion of the great Mercies they had experi- 
enced in their Deliverances from Tyranny and 
Oppreſſion. Conſider how great Things he hath 
done for you, - 


The Nation of the Jeaus had received ſuch 
illuſtrious ' Proofs of the divine Mercy and 
Goodneſs in many great Deliverances and Bleſ- 
fings, above any other Nation of the Earth, 


as ſhowed in a peculiar Manner that the Lord 


was their God. They were reſcued by a mighty 


Hand from intolerable Egyptian Bondage, 
They were miraculouſly conducted through 


the Wilderneſs, and ſuſtained with Bread from 
Heaven. Samuel in his Expoſtulation with 
them, to awaken a Senſe of their Ingrati- 
_ tude, | briefly recounts the Mercies they had 
received. When your Fathers cried unto the 
Lord, then the Lord ſent Moſes and Aaron 
hich brought them out of Egypt, and made 
them dwell in this Place, Chapter 12, ver. 8. 


ii 


When their Sins had brought them into great 
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( 14 ) 
Diſtreſſes afterwards, and they cried unto 
the Lord, and copfefſed their Sins, then (ſays 
he) the Lord raiſed up Judges; (from Time 
to Time) and delivered you out of the Hand 
of your Enemies; And ye dwelled ſafe, ver. 11. 


Their Provocations had been great and nu- 
| merous, notwithſtanding repeated and ſolemn 
| Warnings, and Manifeſtations of divine Diſ- * 
pleaſure in the ſignal Judgments that pur- 
ſued their Tranſgreſſions. Nevertheleſs as oft 
as they returned to their Obedience, God 
turned from the Fierceneſs of his Anger, 
and viſited them again with his Loving-Kind- 
neſs. Of this they had frequent Aſſurances 
before hand from God by the Mouth of his 
Servant Moſes, to encourage their Obedience. 
F from thence (i. e. after their Diſperſion for 
their Idolatries) thou ſhalt ſeek the Lord thy 
God, thou ſhalt find him, if thou ſeek him with 
all thy Heart ben thou art in Tribulation, 
and all theſe Things are come upon thee (i. e. 
all the Miſeries of Diſperſion among the Hea- 
then Nations, as Famine and Sword, Cap- 
tivity and fore Oppreſſion) if thou turn to the 
Lord thy God, and ſhalt be obedient to his Voice: 
Ae will not forſake thee, Nor forget 
: the 


(15) 
the Covenant of thy Fathers which he fware unto 
them. Which was, 70 be their God +: A 
Phraſe comprehending every Bleſſing ſpiritual 
and temporal, He afterwards recites the Bleſ- 
fings they ſhould receive upon Condition of 
Obedience. Chap. 28. ver. 1. The Lord 
thy God will ſet thee on high above all Na- 
tions of the Earth.———The Lord ſhall make 
thee plenteous in good, in the Fruit of thy Body, 
and in the Fruit of thy Cattle, and in the 
Fruit of thy Ground, He ſhall open to thee 
his good Treaſure, the Heaven to give thee 
Rain upon thy Land in his Seafon, and to 
bleſs all the Work of thine Hand. 


Let us now turn our Thoughts from the 


Fews to our own Nation and Times, wherein 
we may obſerve many parallel Circumſtances 


between the Choſen People, and the People of 
this Land. 


We have heard in the Days of our Fa- 
thers, and have experienced in our own 
Times the fignal Mercies of God, in the 
Deliverance of this Nation from many dread- 
ful Evils : Evils!-——which we muſt look 


upon 


Deut. iv. 29, 30, 31, + See Gen, xvii. 7. Lev. 
xxvi. 12. 
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upon as Judgments of Heaven for the Sins 
of the People; and as ſo many Warnings, 
or ſolemn Calls to Repentance. And oh! 
that the Goodneſs of God, ſo illuſtriouſly 
diſplayed in our Behalf, may at length diſpoſe 
us all to walk before him in Newneſs of Life, 
and with a perfect Heart: That it may inflame 
us with an holy Zeal for his Service, and 
awaken the Voice of Joy and Thankſgiving. 


If any among us can be inſenſible of the 
paſt Calamities of his Country 


our Hiſtory which record thoſe Calamities, 
and our Deliverance from them and eſ- 
pecially if the laſt great Inſtance of our Suc- 
ceſs againſt an unprovoked Rebellion ſhould 
fail to excite his Thankfulneſs to Almighty 
God, and under him to the glorious. Inſtru- 
ment of our Succeſs, the illuſtrious Hero 
that conducted and animated our Forces 

He muſt either be deſtitute of all Prin- 
ciples of Humanity, or under a judicial Blind- 
neſs and Infatuation ; and in either Caſe all 
Argument or Reaſoning would be loſt upon 
him. For whatever was a Man's religious 
_ Perſuaſion, he muſt firſt abandon Reaſon 


If he be 
not ſeriouſly affected with thoſe Periods of 


and 


(17) 
and Nature itſelf, and be hardened againſt all 
Impreſſions of Compaſiion, before he could 
approve of promoting his Religion by Methods 
contrary to all Religion, the Deſtruction of 
many thouſand Lives, and involving a Nation 
in all the Miſeries of inteſtine War; or 
compelling others to renounce their Faith, 
by Dungeons, or Fire, or lingering Tortures. 


The bare mention of ſuch Methods of pro- 
moting, tho' it were the Profeſſion of true Re- 


ligion, inſtead of the moſt erroneous and cor- 
rupt, is ſhocking to human Nature : And 
the Cruelties of an Inquiſition in the whole 
Progreſs of its helliſh Contrivance are too full 
of Horrour to be endured even in Deſcrip- 
tion or Thought. 


It is not therefore credible, it is not poſ- 
ſible that any fincere Proteſtant, who knows 
what he profeſſes, can be inſenſible of the 
Happineſs of being freed from the moſt 
dreadful of all temporal Calamities, Popiſh 
Cruelty and Superſtition throned in the Ple- 
nitude of its Power, Nay he muſt reflect, with 
a deep Senſe of the divine Goodneſs, upon 
thoſe memorable Periods of National Deli- 


verances, which ought never to be forgotten 
by Chriſtians or Men. 
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618) 
As the Religion of Nature and of Chriſt 
clearly condemn all Violence and Cruelty on 
Account of Men's Opinions tho' never ſo er- 
roneous: And as Popery (which is a mani- 
feſt Corruption both of Natural and Revealed 
Religion) would convert Proteſtants by fuch 
Arguments, as are indeed a ſtrong Tempta- 
tion to Men to diſſemble their Faith, but ſurely 
the moſt unfit to enlighten or convince their 
Judgments, namely, the moſt cruel and in- 
human Perſecutions We cannot but ab- 
hor and dread every Attempt to promote 
in this Kingdom the Intereſt of that Church, 
by putting the Scepter into Popiſh Hands. 


The Mention of this muſt naturally carry 
back our Thoughts to that firſt Scene of moſt 
horrid Cruelty which opened in a Popiſh 
Reign ſoon after the Reformation: In which 
Perſons eminent for Piety and Learning were 
ſent to the Flames to expire in lingering Tor- 
tutes, to make Way for Idolatry to become 

univerſal. As we muſt think on the Cruelties 
of that Time with the deepeſt : Abhorrence 
and Concern, we ſhall of Courſe rejoyce and 
be thankful to Almighty God for ſo ſoon 
putting an End to that bloody Reign, and 
ee upon the Throne a Proteſtant Prin- 
ceſs, 


(7x9) 
ice, 'in "whoſe long and proſperous. Reign 
the Reformed Religion took Root and flou- 
| * 


| as a new Attempt was made in the fol- 
lowing Reign to deſtroy our Religion with 
the Lives of its Profeſſors, the whole Re- 
preſentative Body of the Kingdom, by a Gun- 
Powder Plot, our thankful Remembrance 
was again moſt juſtly due for the Providen- 
tial Defeat of that -moſt execrable Deſign. 
For: which great Mercy our Church has very 
fitly appointed a 1 11 
Thankſgiving, | 


The juſt Abhorrence and dread of Popery, 
which had already made ſuch Havock in the 
Kingdom, and appeared to ſtick at no Me- 
thods how black ſoever to eſtabliſh its In- 
tereſt, had created (as very naturally it might) 
ſuch Suſpicions of new Attempts, to exter- 
minate the Proteſtant Religion, that even 
the decent Ceremonies of our Church, to- 
_ gether with the Epiſcopal Order were warmly 
oppoſed ; the former having ta, ſome. the Ap- 
pearance of bordering upon Popiſh Super- 
ſition ; and great Prejudices lying againſt the 

C 2 latter, 
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latter, occaſioned chiefly by One of that 
Order, whoſe furious Bigottry, and cruel 
Perſecutions of Men who had the Courage 
to ſtand up in Vindication of the Law of 
God and the Land againſt the Decrees of 
the Court, contributed in great Meaſure to 
all the Troubles that enſued ; for by theſe 
Means Jealouſies were inflamed, that pro- 
duced a Civil War, which ended at length 
in the Murder of a Religious Prince, and the 
Subverſion of the Eſtabliſhed Government 
in Church and State. This was followed 
by Anarchy and Confuſion, Enthuſiaſm and 
Hypocriſy, and, in many Inſtances, very 
9 Oppreſſions 


A Deliverance out of. this State, aud a Re- 
covery of our Legal Conſtitution by the Reſto- 
ration of King Charles the Second to the 
Throne of his Anceſtors, was without doubt 
a real Bleſſing to the Nation, and they p- 
yo ſufficiently ſenſible of it. 


But how was this Bleſſing uſed or im- 
proved? Was it not in great Meaſure ſoon 
defeated by a general Corruption of Manners 
Mnong all Ranks of Men? Exen the Joy of 

| the 
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( 21 ). 

the People (as it too commonly happens) 
grew into Senſuality and Profaneneſs. Never 
was a Court more vicious or debauched where 
pure Religion was profeſſed. Even a Con- 
tempt of every thing ſerious appeared in 
the Majority ; nay pains were taken by ſome 
who had thrown off all Religion, to root 
out Religion from the Minds of others and 
to corrupt every moral Principle. If the 
King, who had experienced ſo kind a Pro- 
vidence in many wonderful Eſcapes from the 
Hands of his Enemies, had retained a juſt 
Senſe of the Mercics he. had received, by 
giving Countenance to Religion and Virtue 
in his own Example ; this Kingdom had 
probably in his Reign (as it had once before) 
been the Glory and Envy of all the King- 
doms upon Earth. 


quence of ſo corrupt a State of Things from 
the Higheſt to the Loweſt, could not be very 
proſperous: Accordingly Popery, which had; 
been all along working its Deſigns, bed 
daily getting Ground under the Maſk of a 
Zeal to ſuppreſs it, came once more in Poſ- 
* of the Throne ; and the Attempts to 
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But it-is eaſy to imagine that the Conſs- 
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make it the National Eſtabliſhed Riligith, and 
to tagt out Proteſtants by Violence, not with- 
ſtanding ſolemn Oaths, and frequent pub- 
lick Proteſtations to protect them, were not 
long concealed. This Attempt upon the whole 
Conſtitution, to ſubvert our Laws, Religion 
and Liberty, and the more dreadful Proſpect 
of far worſe Petſecutions that were preparing, 
unavoidably opened the Eyes of the Nation, 
and alarmed their ſtrongeſt Fears. One happy 
Effect it had, it awakened them to a ſerious 
Senſe. of Things; and their Religion, which 
they ſaw was now about to be ſacrificed, with 
the. LAberties and Lives of its Profeſſors, began 
daran n * upon their run 

(Ty Ned nge 4 

It was dt in vain that they became tas 
for their Religion, and (which was obviouſly 
their Duty in this Caſe) had Recourſe to the 
Legal and Neceſſary Means of Redreſs, by in- 
viting to the Throne a Proteſtant Prince, who 
reſtored” our Religion and Laws, devoted his 
Study to promote the | Nation's Happineſs, 
and hazarded his Life in the Cauſe of Li- 
berty. Whoſe Memory will therefore be 
ever dear and facted to all who have a juſt 
. n of ens -or «Civil Tyranny, 

Re | and 


EY ( 23 ) 
and are Proteſtants in Reality as well as in 
Profeſſion. N 


One would have thought that after repeated 
Experience of the inſupportable Voak of ar- 
bitrary Government, and the unrelenting Cru- 
elties of Popiſh Policy and Superſtition; and 
after a long and ſecure Enjoyment of all their 
Rights under a legal and free Government 
there had been little Danger of any new Deſign 
among 'thoſe who had enjoyed the Protection 


of the Laws—profeſſed the Religion of their 


Country — had, fome of them, received: 
peculiar Marks of Favour from the Crown 
had bound their Souls by moſt ſolemn 


Oaths to defend the Government——That 


Perſons under. ſuch Circumſtances and ſpe- 
cial Obligations, ſhould form a Deſign of ſub- 
verting the mildeſt Government, of dethron- 


ing a Prince remarkable for Juſtice and Cle- 
mency ; and ſetting on the Fhrone an ab- 


jured Pretender, of doubtful Extraction, and 
educated in all the Bigottry and ſlaviſh Prin- 
ciples of Popery, and ſupported in his Pre- 
tenſions by our inveterate Enemies. Scarce 
any Thing leſs than the 4noton Certainty of 


the Fact could have made it credible that 


there 
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there had been ſuch a Deſign deliberately 
carried on. | 


The two flagrant Attempts of this Kind 
(within many of our Memories) in the late and 
preſent Reign, have been happily defeated : 
For the Suppreſſion of the laſt of which, 
and the compleat Victory obtained over cruel 
and blood-thirfty Men under the wiſe and 
valiant Conduct of an Heroic Prince, zealous 
for his Country, and indefatigable in his La- 
bours for it, we are this Day aſſembled to 
return our. moſt fervent Thanks to Almighty 


It remains only that we endeavour to be- 
come worthy of this great Mercy by the Re- 
formation of our Lives, by a Converſation 
becoming thoſe who profeſs the Goſpel of 
Purity and Peace; or, (in the Words of Sa- 
muel) by fearing the Lord and ſerving him in 
Truth with all our Heart. We may then 
with an humble Confidence expect the Conti- 
nuance of the Mercy we now commemorate , 
and that God will give further Succefs to our 
Arms over our Foreign as well as Domeſtick 
Enemies. 


If 
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If we duly conſider, agreeably to the De- 


ſign of this Day's Solemnity, how great Things 
God bath done for us, it cannot but diſpoſe our 
Hearts to the Fear and Loye of him, which 
will have a ſuitable Influence upon all our 
Actions. For the only Evidence, either to 


ourſelves or others, that we truly fear and 


love God, is the keeping his Commandments. 
Whoever pretends to Religion while he lives 
in the Practice of any known Sin, is an Hy- 


poerite: And he that faith he loveth God, 


: while he hateth his Brother, is a Liar, and 


the Truth is not in him, (1 Jobn iv. 20.) 


80 that if after all the Mereies of God; 
after he hath given us ſuch a Deliverance as 


this, we ſhould ſtill do wickedy—— Continue # 


to ſet Heaven at Defiance by horrid Oaths 
and Blaſphemies—By a Contempt of every 
Thing fcrions—by wilful and deliberate Per- 
jury—diſhonouring our Bodies by groſs Sen- 
ſualities—injuring our Neighbour by Fraud 
and Opprefſion-—ſhould we' go an to pro- 
voke the Almighty by any of theſe Abomina- 
tions, — we have the bigheſt Reaſon to ex- 
| Jo the Completion of the Prophets Threat- 
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ning—ye ſhall be mo both ” and your 
King. 


The Means of n a diſobedient Peo- 
ple by temporal Judgments, even without a 
Miracle, are always in the Hand of God, 
who can make natural Cauſes at any Time 
the Executioners of his Wrath. Nothing 
therefore can it avail us to have gained the 
Victory over our Enemies, if our Unthank- 
fulneſs or heinous Impieties ſhould blaſt our 
Triumphs, by bringing upon us another for- 
midable Rebellion; or ſhould provoke divine 
Juſtice to conſume us by other Inſtruments 
of his Vengeance; by Peſtilence or Earth- 
quakes, | Lightning or Storms, Famine or 
ſundry Kinds of Diſeaſes. 


National Judgments or Calamities may in- 
deed: fall promiſcuouſly upon the Righteous 
and the Wicked. But it is matter of great 
Comfort to all that fear and ſerve God amidſt 
a general Corruption of Manners, that they 
ſhall either be delivered from thoſe! Calami- 
ties by a peculiar Providence; ar if they are 
permitted to befall them, their | emporal At- 
| fxtion will work for them an exceeding 


ain | e Weight 
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Weight of Glory and Happineſs for an end- 
l Duration. 


God giant that all others, as they partake 
of the common Blefling of a National De- 
liverance, may ſo lay to Heart the great Things 
which he hath wrought for them, as to give 
Glory to his Name, not only with their Lips, 
but in their Lives; by adorning the Reli- 
gion they profeſs by à ſuitable Behaviour: 
hereby manifeſting, to the World that they 
have indeed a Zeal for their Religion. By 
this they will lay the ſureſt Foundation for 
the Bleſſings of this Life, and infallibly attain 


to everlaſting Happineſs i in the Life which is 
to come. 


To which God of his infinite Mercy bring 
us, thro the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt ; to whom 
with the Father and Holy Spirit, be aſcribed 


all Honour and Glory, Thankſgiving and Praiſe 
now and for ever. 
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